
What blogs can do for your students…

· Promote literacy

· Promote media literacy

· Provide alternate points of view

· Encourage evaluation

· Invite participation

· Build better writers

What blogs can help you do…

· Manage your courses

· Develop community

· Track best practices

· Share use of knowledge and technology

· Store ideas, links, and references

Through them, students can… 

· Build self-awareness

· Critical thinking

· Reputations

· Share ideas

· Understand other worldviews

· Build an electronic community

· Share ideas about college (Counseling)

· Improve communication skills

Free Blog Setups

Using any of the following sites, even the most technologically challenged users can set up a free, publicly accessible blog!

· http://www.blogger.com

· http://www.livejournal.com

· http://www.xanga.com

· http://www.bloglines.com
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The shoulders of giants 

Instructors all over are incorporating blogging into the classroom experience. Below are some of their experiments.

Online Critiquing – Instructor assigns a weekly website  or article for students to critique in their own blogs or in a comments section on a classroom blog.  The other students read their critiques.

Every week students are to choose a different topic and find two websites to critique and post on the blog so that other students can view them and initiate discussion.

Common Book Discussions – Students reading the common book for a class post comments on a class blog.  The author is invited to respond to student comments and questions.

Portfolio Building – Students are encouraged to link things from previous classes to their current work to demonstrate how knowledge from one class can be helpful in another. Also to showcase their best work in a particular class. 

Online Journaling – a lot of instructors require in class journals. Adding a technological component to it encourages technological literacy and adds an element of fun!

Resources

Some Blogs about Blogging

Education

· Thoughts on Collaborative Learning: http://q2learning.blogs.com/weblog/

· Teachers’ Lounge: http://consilience.typepad.com/teachers_lounge/

· Web logs in Higher Education: http://www.mchron.net/site/edublog.php  

· The Endless Faculty Meeting: http://wildwilliam.blogspot.com/

· EduCause: www.educause.edu

· EdTechPost: www.edtechpost.ca/mt/

 

Discipline Specific:

 

· Mama Musings: http://mamamusings.net/ - Info Tech

· CogDogBlog: http://jade.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/alan/ - Instructional Technology

· Liberty and Power: http://hnn.us/blogs/4.html – History

· American Amnesia: http://www.usamnesia.com/blog.html – History

· Corpus Callosum: http://corpus-callosum.blogspot.com/ - Somewhere between Science and Social Science

· EconLog: http://econlog.econlib.org/ - Economics

· The Knowledge Problem: http://www.knowledgeproblem.com – Economics and Information

· Modern Art Notes: http://www.artsjournal.com/man – Modern Art

· The Diabetes Blog: http://www.thediabetesblog.com - Diabetes

· Et cetera, et cetera. 

And related tools, books, articles, etc. 

“A Blogger’s Code of ethics.”  Cyberjournalist. 15 April 2003. http://www.cyberjournalist.net/news/000215.php 

Blood, Rebecca. The Weblog Handbook. Cambridge, Ma. Perseus Publishing, c2002.

Ferdig, Richard.  “Content Delivery in the ‘Blogosphere.’” The Journal 31.7 Feb. 2004. EBSCOhost HCCS Lib. 31 Jan. 2005.

Hobgood, Bobby.  “Blogging.”  Learn NC The North Carolina Teacher’s Network. Aug. 2002.  26 Jan. 2005 http://www.learnnc.org 

Kennedy, Kristen. “Writing with Web Logs.” Technology and Learning .  23.7 Feb. 2003. EBSCOhost.  HCCS Lib. 31 Jan. 2005.

Some Class Blogs

The Gendered Body: Blogging about gender and its representation in Professor Blackmon's ENGL 360K (2004)http://www.sla.purdue.edu/blackmon/engl36004/blog/

Rhetoric 1101: The questions, arguments, and musings of twenty-two very bright students. http://blog.lib.umn.edu/ratli008/1101/

GER 3011W Hauptblog: Das schwarze Brett für 3011. http://blog.lib.umn.edu/grew0014/3011main/































This handout will be available at Shelly Drumm’s Learning Web site at �http://learning.cc.hccs.edu/Library/Members/sdrumm
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Blogging 101:


Incorporating blogs into your classroom



































